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The musical instruments of the Ethnological Museum of Addis Abeba

Photos and text by Moreno Vergari

The Ethnological Museum is housed in the same building of the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies in the main campus of Addis Ababa University. Among the various collections
is the Ethno-Musicology section. The collection of more than 200 different musical
instruments is divided in four categories between membranophones, chordophones,
aerophones, and idiophones. Here some examples.

1. Membranophones

Fig. 1 — Kettledrum (Ambharic nagarit 1267) with its drumstick.
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Fig. 4 and 5 — Descriptions in English and Ambharic
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2. Chordophones
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Fig. 8 - Ten stringed lyre (Amharic bégdna (115)
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Fig. 12, 13, 14 - One stringed fiddles (Amharic mésingo a°(\%® or mésonqo a°(Vi®, masingo a°(\i®)
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Fig. 15 - Five or six stringed plucked lyre (Amharic korar heC)
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3. Aerophones

Fig. 16 - Horns (Amharic hulduduwa v-456%P), flutes (Amharic wasant PA"rt [Tigrinya Sambogqgo
A49°0® or sdmbuggo 09°(+®] and ombilta hPPOLAF)
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Fig. 17 - Different types of flutes with descriptions in English and Amharic

R
_____ondd =

References:

BARBLAN, Guglielmo (1941) Musiche e strumenti musicali dell’Afiica orientale italiana. Napoli:
Edizioni della triennale d'oltremare.

POWNE, Michael (1968) “Wind instruments”, in POWNE, M. Ethiopian Music. An introduction. Pp.
25-38. London: Oxford University Press.

TESFAYE LEMMA(1975) Ethiopian Musical Instruments. Addis Abeba.

VALENTINI, Marianna (2004) “Aerofoni”, in VALENTINI, M. Strumenti musicali tradizionali
dell’altopiano eritreo. Pp. 87-103. Asmara: Scuola Italiana.

93



Mondofoto

4. Idiophones
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Fig. 20 and 21 - Dancing bells (Konso chancha) and rattles
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Fig. 22 and 23 - Lamellophones used in South-Western Ethiopia (fom or fum)

Fig. 24 - Sistrum (Amharic sdnasol 258-0\) and bell (Ambharic gacol epd\)
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