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The musical instruments of the Ethnological Museum of Addis Abeba 
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The Ethnological Museum is housed in the same building of the Institute of Ethiopian 
Studies in the main campus of Addis Ababa University. Among the various collections 
is the Ethno-Musicology section. The collection of more than 200 different musical 
instruments is divided in four categories between membranophones, chordophones, 
aerophones, and idiophones. Here some examples. 

1. Membranophones 

 
 

Fig. 1 – Kettledrum (Amharic nägarit ነጋሪት) with its drumstick. 
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Fig. 2 and 3 - Different kinds of percussions 
 

             
 

Fig. 4 and 5 – Descriptions in English and Amharic 
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Fig. 6 and 7 - Different kinds of percussions 
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2. Chordophones 

  
 

Fig. 8 - Ten stringed lyre (Amharic bägäna በገና) 
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Fig. 9, 10, 11 - Other types of bägäna 
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Fig. 12, 13, 14 - One stringed fiddles (Amharic mäsinqo መሲንቆ or mäsǝnqo መስንቆ, masinqo መሲንቆ) 
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Fig. 15 - Five or six stringed plucked lyre (Amharic kǝrar ከራር) 
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3. Aerophones 

 
 

Fig. 16 - Horns (Amharic hulduduwa ሁዱልዱዋ), flutes (Amharic wašǝnt ዋሸንት [Tigrinya šambəqqo 
ሻምብቆ or šämbuqqo  ሸምቡቆ] and əmbilta እምቢልታ) 
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Fig. 17 - Different types of flutes with descriptions in English and Amharic 
 

 
 

Fig. 18 - Bamboo trumpets (Wolaytta čạkaze) and Fig. 19 - Metal trumpets (Amharic mäläkät መለከት) 
 

 
 

IES Ethnographic Museum 
 

Musical Instruments of Ethiopia - Catalogue - Collection of the Ethiopian Museum of the Institute 
of Ethiopian Studies 

Addis Ababa, Centre Français des Études Éthiopiennes, 1999 
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4. Idiophones 

      
 

Fig. 20 and 21 - Dancing bells (Konso chancha) and rattles 
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Fig. 22 and 23 - Lamellophones used in South-Western Ethiopia (tom or tum) 
 

 
 

Fig. 24 - Sistrum (Amharic ṣänaṣəl ጸናጹል) and bell (Amharic qačə̣l ቃጭል) 
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